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Population Growth:


The world has been abused and it is 2009, technology has taken us far enough to see the damage we have put upon the planet which has been so kind to let us make it our home.  There are many issues claimed to be reasons for the world's deterioration, they include fossil fuels (CO2 emissions), greenhouse gases, waste, volcanic eruptions, geological changes, and even human emissions (CO2, aerosols).  The Earth heats up and cools down, shakes from within, erodes with time and geological activity, and the truth is that it is all part of it's natural cycle.  What we have done collectively as humans though is contributed to these natural occurrences in a negatively ignorant way.  More importantly, we have focused a bit of our attention towards fixing the natural destruction of the Earth instead of towards the human induced destruction of our own people.  We have made an error in judgement and population has grown exponentially for the past century, as Berkeley Professor Kingsley Davis (PhD) stated in his journal about population growth hitting it's maximum potential, “...one must realize that a climax in [human] population growth has been reached.(1)”  


Is it the end of the world?  As of right now it would be wrong to say yes, but are we heading in the right path? Yes.  Over the years of human existence, population growth had remained slow and deterred by high mortality rates.  This obvious correlation propelled humans with creative capacity to explore new technologies that would reduce the global mortality rates.  The Neolithic Age (hunting and gathering) provided humans with the resources to (semi-)effectively raise their offspring, population growth was first significant during this point in time.  Population growth basically remained the same after the Neolithic/Agricultural Revolution, but when the Industrial Revolution came along, population growth soared with the technology advancements people were researching to maintain health and prolong life expectancies within humans.  Ever since the introduction of vaccines and microscopic surgery humans have only been discovering safer and stronger means of protection and salvation.  This is what is said to have been the catalyst of the 3.0+ global birthrates.  


Luckily Nobel Laureate Dr. Henry Kendall states that we are heading in the right direction, “The fertility rate of half the world is now 2.1 or less - the magic number that is consistent with a stable population and is usually called 'replacement rate of fertility'. Between 2020 and 2050 the world's fertility rate is expected to fall below the global replacement rate.(2)”  But the population won't lower immediately, it will take decades, maybe even a century until population growth starts its decline, which is why we may have been too late to prevent the unnecessary side effects of 2.5 billion additional humans walking the earth by 2050 (mind you we already have 6.7 billion of them now).  However, even if we have reached our carrying capacity, we will never reach the capacity we have for learning and discovering, therefore concluding that with more population growth comes advancements in technology, right? I'm still not convinced that technology will be able to sustain 15 billion people on Earth because that would require money we do not have, which would leave the population more impoverished with every dime needed to fund advancements. 


With a high population growth comes the necessity to build more homes, grow more food, create more jobs, construct more schools, and ensure the safety of more people.  All of this seems easy to handle because with the more people living on Earth, the more people are needed to take care of the people living on Earth (supplier and consumer).  But evidential by the current state of the world, we probably cannot handle much more than 7 billion people on Earth.  The economy has collapsed but will regain stability, sadly it will collapse again and again because the world, let alone the people, operate in cycles.  We are constantly building, whether it is over arable land (farms) or wooded areas (forests), to facilitate the introduction of more humans to the world.  The more human reproduction results in the more resources necessary for humans to live, the more CO2 emissions they will generate, and the more room they will take up on Earth.  The horrible reality is that humans abuse the planet which provides them with a home.  


Our negligence to support the environment we live in may be considered petty, but the problem is growing and soon enough will be looming over our shoulders in anticipation for a scare.    An article from The Economist elaborated on individual human statistics saying that “the poorest Africans and Asians produce 0.1 tonnes of CO2 each a year, compared with 20 tonnes for each American.(3)”  Now we aren't responsible for the heating and cooling of the Earth, that happens naturally, but we may make a mild impact on the temperature change, it just isn't significant enough to be noticed.  What we are responsible for though is the dramatic destruction of the O-Zone layer which is suffering from Greenhouse and CO2 emissions penetrating the O-Zone layer.  What comes with the depletion of the O-Zone Layer is UV-Ray penetration vulnerability which severely increases the chance of developing skin cancer and may make regions inhabitable.  


Theorists around the world have preached that education and government law are the keys to having control of the fertility rate, and as proved by China and Japan, it may just be the solution we are looking for.  After all, the overpopulation mostly occurs in 3rd World Countries which do not have strong enough government systems to enforce laws limiting reproduction nor do they have the financial support to educate thousands upon thousands of children.  Because of this paradigm, families in 3rd World Countries have more children in the same way that an investor purchases stocks, to yield more profit.  In the end, education, accessibility to contraception, and strong government regulations won't be able to rescue 3rd World Countries from their growing populations, time will take its course, we can only wait to witness the outcome.


In reference to Thomas Malthus' “Essay on the Principle of Population”, we will one day reach a point where we run out of the worlds food supply, having to resort to eating chemical spaghetti in the form of tooth paste.  Population growth is important when discussing the status of the globe because population partially dictates the status of the globe.  As important as we think we are, we cannot be selfish and leave future population issues to the generations that happen to be born into them.  We cannot stop population growth, it will stop on it's own, but we can practice today to perfect tomorrow.   Here is a theory for national leaders, educate your people and see positive return.  
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