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Should people be allowed to sell their own kidneys?


When most people in America hear about a kidney transplant, they hear about a “3 month assesment” needed to be made by a doctor before the person is allowed to donate their kidney.  Basically, it is only in emergency situations where someone of the same blood type who has a kidney to spare will give their kidney to another person (no way of finding out if the people have a close relationship or not but you would think so).  In Iraq and the black market, it is a different story.  If you were to sell your kidney in Iraq, you would be paid $6000 to do so, is that what a kidney is worth? (1)  


In America, it is currently illegal (and has been since 1984) to sell your kidney... but if you check the box saying  “Organ Donor” on your drivers license registration, someone will receive whatever healthy organs you have/had that match with theirs when you die.  As of right now, I believe that the law is enforced from a moral and ethical perspective, and as a means to control a market which would explode if given the chance.  The United States, at this point in time, has 105,301(2) people waiting for an organ transplant; as of 2000, 47,000 are waiting for kidneys while 350,000 are suffering from some sort of kidney disease and +67,000 are dying from kidney failure every year(3).  All that demand, and still in 2000 (according to the United Network for Organ Sharing) only 5,493 kidneys were supplied by living donors and 8,126 from deceased.  The ratio between those in need and those willing to give is imbalanced, making the legalization of a market for the trade of organs not only beneficial for recipients who have been waiting in long lines for what can be 5 to 10 years, but for the economy as well. 


Can you live without one of your kidneys? According to Mark A.W. Andrews, “The kidneys have many functions, including regulating blood pressure, producing red blood cells, activating vitamin D and producing some glucose. (5)” Andrews, an associate professor of physiology at Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, says that we can indeed live without one of our kidneys.  In fact, he said that most humans can function with only one kidney at a 75% functionality rate and that we were born with an over-engineered set of kidneys.  That being said, I don't see why everybody in America doesn't donate a kidney, right?  Well as we all know, we are motivated by greed and self-satisfaction (in most cases), so giving up one of our kidneys isn't exactly on the top of our to do list... in fact we tend to leave that to the “kind and giving” people in this country (but that may be too harsh to say).  


How do we fix this problem and get more people to give up that “extra” kidney?  Money.  If we provide financial incentives (as a nation), we would not only prosper from more consumer spending but we would also be curtailing the long lines that the unfortunate people suffering from renal failure or diabetes must wait in.  Sure you may say that most people are afraid of the surgery, but if you are being paid $15,200 to do so, Dr. Elias (a free market economist) says we would do it (4).  Not only would we do it, but Dr. Elias says that it would eliminate the long lines and provide a new market for our struggling economy.  On the other hand, you would be getting paid more to give your kidney than it costs for the actual transplant at a premier hospital in the Philippines where the price is $6,316 for the procedure.  Western organ hunters are the ones who have severely distorted the cost of the process by charging up to $85,000 for some transplants.


All that being said, would it be so difficult to donate a kidney to someone in need?  Some may say yes, but if you add money into the equation, would you?  I have a feeling that most people would say yes if they weren't asked the first question.  So personally, I think that people should be allowed to sell their kidneys, but at a more just price because inflation should not occur like that in a regulated environment.  Call me immoral, call me cold, but the fact that most people will not give up their donor because they “think they need it” is very real.  Would I give up one of my kidneys?  The answer to that question is yes, but the circumstances in which I would give it up are not exactly ideal.  It would have to be someone that I knew before I did it, and money would not sway my decision making (unless I hit rock bottom)... so I guess I am like the rest of the general American public, I speak but am a hypocrite when it comes to the action.
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